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EDITOR'S NOTE 
The topics addressed in this issue are as diverse as the Plains 
themselves. Some papers are firmly social science, others natural science, 
and some are at the interface. Several papers present basic data, others 
question standard wisdom, and some lay the groundwork for speculations 
about the future. 
The view that rural residents evince less concern for the environment 
than do urbanites persists despite inconsistent research findings. Allen 
Williams and Helen Moore augment residential with occupational 
categories in their survey of Nebraskans to demonstrate the multidimen- 
sionality of concern on environmental issues. 
Audie Blevins and Katherine Jensen determine the contribution by 
and the motivation for women's employment away from the farm o r  ranch 
in Wyoming. The primary determinants of women seeking outside 
employment are age and education. The conflict between the need for 
outside income and impacts on farm operations is acutely recognized. 
Peter Bleed and Daniel Watson enumerate flintlock parts in Indian 
and Euro-American archaeological sites from the contact period. A fault- 
tree analysis provides a framework for interpretation of differences in the 
reuse of parts from broken firearms. Their interpretation suggests 
sophisticated acceptance and use of technology by Indians. 
Brett Ratcliffe documents six species of beetles in Nebraska. All are 
at their western range limit, and five are first published records in the 
state. Their occurrence in gallery forests illustrates the interfingering of 
environments in the Plains, and suggests that they, and perhaps other 
species, will be found elsewhere in the region. 
Jane Bock and her coauthors consider the roles of drought, fire, and 
crops and livestock in grassland ecology. They speculate on the impacts 
that climatic change in the context of global warming may have on the 
grasslands. Monitoring and modelling are needed as part of an overall 
strategy% of adjustment to and coping with change. 
Nolan Doesken and Thomas McKee display the patterns of seasonal 
temperature variations during most of this century across the Plains, and 
especially in Colorado. The patterns are complex and have varied by 
season, suggesting that climatic change may have different expressions in 
our  region. 
State efforts to direct economic development are illustrated by 
Nebraska's promotion of rural job creation with its economic development 
plan. Michael Broadway's study of Lexington suggests that housing policy 
has helped avert, initially at least, many of the social disruptions associated 
with sudden population growth by employment-related immigration. 
NEWS AND NOTES 
April 9-1 1, 1992, Lincoln, NE 
16th Annual Symposium, Center for Great Plains Studies 
The theme of this installment of the Center's annual interdisciplinary 
symposia will be Exploring the Great Plains: Continuing the Columbian 
Legacy. Some papers will address the history of botanical exploration and 
early scientific explorations. Information about the program and 
registration may be obtained by writing to the Center for Great Plains 
Studies, 1213 Oldfather Hall, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 
68588-03 14. 
May 10-15, 1992, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
Third International Symposium on Issues in IIealth, Safety, and Agricul- 
ture 
Many topics at the third symposium are likely to be of special interest to 
Great Plains scholars. Among them are the following: exposure to 
agricultural chemicals, grain dust and health, stress and psychiatric 
problems related to farming and rural areas, sustainable agriculture and 
health, and rural health delivery. The symposium is organized by the 
Centre for Agricultural Medicine, University of Saskatchewan, the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, and the Committee on 
Occupational Health and Agriculture of the International Commission on 
Occupational Health. Information on the meeting program and registra- 
tion can be obtained from M. Gillis-Cipywnyk, Symposium Coordinator, 
Centre for Agricultural Medicine, Royal University Hospital, Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan S7N 0x0. 
CALL FOR PAPERS 
August 6-9, 1992, Windsor, Ontario 
Thirteenth North America Prairie Conference 
The North America Prairie Conference will convene for the first time 
outside the United States when it meets in Windsor, in the Prairie 
Peninsula. A call for papers solicits submissions on all aspects of prairie 
environments, including restoration and management, human interactions, 
Native Americans and prairie, ecology, fire, fauna, wetlands, and so on. 
Abstracts are due by April 1, 1992. For abstract instructions and 
conference information, contact Paul Pratt, Department of Parks and 
Recreation, 2450 McDougall, Windsor, Ontario N8X 3N6. 
362 Great Plains Research Vol.1 No.2 
CALL FOR PAPERS 
April 22-24, 1993, Lincoln, NE 
17th Annual Symposium, Center for Great Plains Studies 
The Center's 17th annual interdisciplinary symposium in 1993 will have as 
its theme, Architecture and the Great Plains: The Built Environment, 
Past and Present. The Center invites proposals for papers on the general 
topic of structure and space and the Great Plains. Among the themes that 
might be appropriate are the following: impact of the physical and 
cultural context of the Plains upon design and construction of the region's 
built environment; features of habitation distinctive to the region; 
comparison of Great Plains built environments with those of other plains 
regions or those created by the same cultures in different natural 
landscapes. Proposals are due by July 1, 1992. For information, contact 
Professor H. Keith Sawyers, Center for Great Plains Studies, 1213 
Oldfather Hall, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68588-0314. 
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ARCHITECTURE AND THE GREAT PLAINS: 
THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT, PAST AND PRESENT 
17th Annual Interdisciplinary Symposium 
sponsored by the 
Center for Great Plains Studies 
University of Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
April 22-24, 1993 
Silos and tipis, earthen homes and elevators--these are facets of the built environment 
of the Great Plains that have created a unique cultural landscape. The Center invites 
proposals for papers on the general topic of structure and space and the Great Plains. 
Several broad themes may be explored, such as, an examination of the impact of the 
physical and cultural context of the Great Plains upon the design and construction of 
the region's built environment; an investigation of those peculiar features of habitation 
distinctive to this region; and comparisons of Great Plains built environments with those 
in other plains settings (e.g. Argentina, Australia, China, o r  Russia) or built 
environments created by the same culture in different natural landscapes (e.g. the Old 
v. New Worlds o r  the eastern forest of the United States and Canada v. the Great 
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Environmental Psychology, Ethnic Studies, Folklore, Geography, Historic Preservation, 
History, History of Technology, Interior Design, Landscape Architecture, Law (e.g. 
Zoning), Material Culture Studies, Native American Studies, Sociology, Town and 
Regional Planning, and Vernacular Architecture Studies. 
Interested contributors should submit proposals of 150-200 words and a brief resume 
by July 1,1992. Persons whose proposals are accepted will be expected to submit final 
papers by February 1, 1993. The Great Plains Quarterly and Great Plains Research will 
have rights of first refusal on all papers presented at the conference. The Center for 
Great Plains Studies will seek funding from various granting agencies to support travel 
and/or lodging expenses for participants, provided individuals cannot secure funds from 
their own institutions. 
Submit your proposal by July 1, 1992, to: 
Professor H. Keith Sawyers 
Center for Great Plains Studies 
1213 Oldfather Hall 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Lincoln, NE 68588-0314 
Phone: 402-472-3082 
FAX: 402-472-1 23 
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